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"Besides being stubborn and illusive, wood
is a noble material. Part of a craftsman’s
purpose in life should be to establish a
living relationship with his material and

its innate qualities." – James Krenov

Greetings!

I hope your spring was great, and that your summer offers you time for
relaxing in the hammock, fishing in a stream, maybe working in your shop.

You’re probably reading this because you subscribe to The Krenov Foundation
newsletter. Thank you for being part of this busy non-profit that gives awards
and scholarships to woodworkers and keeps the legacy and craft of James
Krenov alive and well. It means a lot!
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Also, let me thank you again if you entered our recent raffle to win a Lie-
Nielsen 601/2 Block Plane. You may already know that that block plane was
generously donated by the good folks at Lie-Nielsen Toolworks, which brings
me to yet another thanks - to those fine woodworking handtool makers,
whom I’m proud to call my friends and colleagues.

If you did enter the raffle, you may be wondering who won. The answer is that
three people won that raffle. What?! Read on, this is a heartwarming little
story:

At our most recent Board meeting, we used our spreadsheet’s random
number generator to pick our winner, who turned out to be Ms. Sydnye
Cohen. I wrote to Ms. Cohen to congratulate her on her shiny new plane. She
wrote back “Thanks so much. Please give this to our son Jeffrey, a student at
the [Krenov] school this year. We will be there for graduation.”

I then delivered Jeffrey’s new plane to him only to find out that he already has
one and loves it. As it turns out, when he arrived at the school last August, he
had with him a low-quality block plane, which he quickly upgraded to the Lie-
Nielsen. So, remembering what a difference a high-quality tool makes, Jeffrey
figured the best thing he could do with his (mom’s) raffle prize is to pass it
forward to an incoming student, one who arrives with a low-quality block
plane.

Proud owners - and donors! - of this Lie-Nielsen block plane

And, that’s why there were three winners of our raffle for a Lie-Nielson 60 ½
Block Plane. Pretty good raffle, huh?

Ron Hock
TKF Board President

SCHOLARSHIPS

https://www.lie-nielsen.com/


AND AWARDS

The Matt Mercaro Award
The Krenov Foundation recently had the honor of presenting a truly
bittersweet award. Matt Mercaro was a second-year student at The Krenov
School last year. He was one of those rare individuals whom everyone liked and
befriended, who was always available and ready to help other students in any
way he could. But, sadly, it turned out that his nagging winter-time cough was
the first symptom of cancer. Then, much to everyone’s shock and horror, Matt
passed away last summer.

He is missed by everyone who knew him, certainly those of us associated with
The Krenov School.

Matt Mercaro

Matt’s lauded helpfulness became legendary at the school. As a way of
honoring Matt’s love of his time spent at The Krenov School, his family gave
The Krenov Foundation $1000 to award to a student who has likewise been
helpful and available to other students at the school.

You can imagine what a mixed pleasure it was for us at The Krenov Foundation
to make the Matt Mercaro award to Josh Sterns, who, like Matt, was generous
with his knowledge and time to other students, and who was visibly surprised
and touched by Matt’s family’s thoughtfulness and generosity.



Josh Sterns rests on the Matt Mercaro memorial bench he helped

design and build during his second year at The Krenov School.

Krenov Foundation Scholarships
are Making a Difference

Although the 2018-19 school year has yet to begin the impact of the Krenov
Foundation’s scholarship awards are already being felt. We recently received
the note below from Erin Irber, a successful second year scholarship applicant.

“I knew that a second year in the program would further sharpen my skills
and give me a deeper breadth of knowledge in woodworking. Word on the
street (you know, 440 Alger) is that year two is even better.

Having a clear picture of what it would take to commit to another year of the
program, I applied and got in! I knew I was in need of financial support. I
went to gather my resources and unfortunately found out that I would be
unable to make it work financially. It was a blow to realize that this dream
wasn’t quite attainable. Reluctantly, I told Laura Mays, the School Director
that, sadly, I had to decline the opportunity and give my spot to someone
else.

A week after delivering the news and coming to terms with my decision, Todd
Sorenson, the shop manager pulled me aside in class and told me I had a
phone call. I thought it odd that someone would phone me at the shop and
took the call in the little shop office. Bob Gallagher, a board member of The
Krenov Foundation delightfully told me that I had been awarded the Peter
Mich Scholarship for Women in Woodworking and the David Welter
Scholarship. He then asked, “Does this change anything in your decision
making?” To that I replied a little dumfounded that, “It doesn’t change
anything, it changes everything!”

Being a recipient of both scholarships made attending a second year at the
school possible. It is an honor that is both humbling and validating in my
abilities as a craftsperson. It is with heartfelt sincerity that I extend my
gratitude to everyone who made these scholarships possible. I am truly
thankful and plan to work hard, learn a ton and produce pieces that proudly
reflect my time at the school.” 



Two pieces from Erin Irber's first year

Chance Coalter Selected as the Recipient
of The Krenov Foundation’s

2018 Professional Development Award

Fobes Rocker by Chance Coalter

Chance Coalter, a furniture designer and
craftsman from San Diego, CA and an
Adjunct Professor at Palomar College in
San Marcos, CA for the past five years
has been selected as the Recipient of the
Krenov Foundation’s 2018 Professional
Development Award

He will use the $2500 stipend for travel to
Australia in October for a residency at
Sturt, Australia's oldest craft center.
While there he will be developing a
collection of furniture, focusing on the
design process and making prototypes.

To see more of his work,
visit chancecoalter.com.

FEATURED WOODWORKER:
ROB PORCARO

What a wonderful time it is to be
working wood!

Inspiring wood is available locally or
via the Internet from the many
discerning sawyers at work today.
Tools being made right now,

http://www.chancecoalter.com/


especially hand tools from small-scale
makers, outdo those of the past.
Most important, the explosion of
information sources, in print, online,
and live, give the developing
woodworker (and that's all of us)
access to instruction and design ideas
like never before.

Rob Porcaro

I think gratefulness is the foundation for the "quiet joy" that we can achieve
through woodworking. Still, my biggest regret is the general public's persistent
under appreciation of high-end woodwork from small shops. 

Cabinet on stand.

Big-leaf maple, pear, mahogany, Port Orford

cedar, rosewood 40” wide, 50” high

Hall table.

Bubinga, wenge 40” wide

For as long as I can remember, wood has been a tremendously compelling
material. I even recall how certain childhood toys fascinated me and seemed
more dignified just because they were made of wood. Seeing that I pretty
much cannot resist making things, woodworking is a match made in heaven.

I work in a very small shop in my home – 200 square feet of unmitigated
efficiency. While it is critical to work with excellent quality, well-tuned tools, I
abhor having tools in the shop that sit without purpose. Every player has to
contribute.

I try to make simple, clean designs, lavishing attention on pleasing proportions
and visual balance. Nevertheless, there has to be a hook that imparts a distinct
personality to the piece, and makes you care. It is usually not a single element,
but rather a distinctive quality, and though it never shouts, it draws you in, in
a friendly way.



Almost all of my pieces have curves as critical elements. I rack my brain with
these, all the while remembering JK's words, "A slight curve can be a
marvelous message. It doesn't have to be a pretzel." And too, there are the
details, full of sweat.

I hope you'll breathe "Ahhh" at the first sight of the piece, but also find
relationships and details as you study the piece, making discoveries even after
several viewings.

Wedding wine box.

Ovangkol, big-leaf maple, wenge 14” wide

Pair of occasional tables (him and her).

C laro walnut, big-leaf maple 27.5” high

Writing for several magazines, and on my blog (www.rpwoodwork.com),
along with teaching, allows me to encourage and share with other
woodworkers. 

After more than 35 years of working wood, I do have some advice to
woodworkers, especially novices. Build things! The circumstances will always
seem to be not quite right – tools, space, time, and so on. Build anyway! 

The Mendocino Coast
FurnitureMakers’ exhibition

Mendocino Coast FurnitureMakers’ exhibition

The Upstairs Show
Featuring 21 local woodworkers

http://www.rpwoodwork.com


July - August
Highlight Gallery

Open Daily 10am - 5pm

45094 Main Street, CA 95460
707 937-3132

Reception on Saturday, August 11, 5-8pm

The Krenov Foundation Depends on Your Support!

Your donation makes it
possible for emerging
woodworkers to receive
scholarships and awards,
and helps support fine
woodworking exhibitions.

Donate

Feel free click on the donate
button for easy online giving,

or to click through to email
fundraising chair Kerry Marshall 
to discuss your contribution to

The Krenov Foundation.

The Krenov Foundation
thekrenovfoundation@mcn.org

See what's happening on our social sites:

     

Visit our website

Our mission is to continue the legacy of James Krenov, his values, approach
to woodworking, and teaching. The Krenov Foundation supports the art and
craft of fine woodworking through scholarships, exhibitions, and developing

an online  archive of Krenov's work. 
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