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"The intimacy of the process that defines
workmanship is the result of sensitivity of tool and
eye and hand - of all of one’s senses. It is not
driven by ego, but rather by a sincere and lasting
desire to do one’s best and to be proud of what
one has done. There is integrity to this."
– James Krenov, With Wakened Hands
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Greetings!!
 
Let me begin with some good news. At our April 2019 Board
Meeting the Scholarship Committee recommended and the Board
approved an increase of 25% in the size of the Scholarship Budget
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for awards to the August 2019 incoming class of students. The
evaluation of applications has been completed, awardees have
been notified, and a total of $25,000 in checks will be given to
students at our August 30th Awards Ceremony. The number of
scholarships has increased from six to eight with the addition of
two new scholarships named for Michael Burns, Retired Instructor
and School Director and Long Time Instructor, Jim Budlong. The
Burns-Budlong scholarships will be for $2,500 each.   
 
While we are justifiably proud of the increase in our scholarship
budget there is more work to be done. Student loans are not the
answer and the intense six day per week curriculum leaves little
time for part time work.
 
As I settle into my new role as Foundation President I have spent
some time trying to develop a better understanding of our current
financial situation and how it relates to our vision for the future. In
June of this year the Board met to take a realistic look at our near
to mid term goals and our longer term vision for the Foundation.
There was a clear consensus that our primary focus should remain
support to the Krenov School through student awards and
scholarships and enhancement of the online Krenov Archive.
 
As I noted in an earlier Newsletter, our funding is due largely to
the support of a few very generous donors. The balance of our
support is contributions to our Annual Giving Solicitation from
those on our mailing list.
 
Currently our mailing list contains less than 20% of our nine month
graduates and even fewer of our summer students. If you know of
classmates not on the list, encourage them to opt in by clicking
this link and signing up!

 
Thanks in advance for your continued support.

Sincerely,
Bob Gallagher 
TKF Board President

Matt Pool,
The Mecaro Award Recipient

The Krenov Foundation again had the honor of presenting a truly bittersweet
award. The Mecaro Award is made in the memory of Matt Mecaro, a second-
year student at The Krenov School in 2017. He was one of those rare
individuals whom everyone liked - always available to help his fellow students in
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any way he could. His craftsmanship was equally exemplary, and apparently
effortless. Sadly, Matt passed away that summer - a victim of lung cancer. He
will be missed by everyone who knew him.

This year’s Mecaro Award was presented, during graduation ceremonies at The
Krenov School, to Matt Pool. The Mecaro Award is given to the student
deemed, by the teaching staff, to have been exceptionally helpful and available
to their fellow students. Fortunately for next year’s class, Matt will be returning
for his second year at TKS. Congratulations, Matt!

FEATURED WOODWORKER:
BRENDAN GAFFNEY
In 2013, I was on track to work as an
audio engineer and programmer,
designing musical instruments for
electronic musicians. But in October
of that year, my father, a lifelong
woodworker, passed away. He and I



had always talked about my going to
school to learn the furniture-making
trade, and had even talked about
College of the Redwoods. I had put
the idea on hold while in graduate
school, but after his passing I decided
I owed it to him and myself to give it
a shot.

Brendan Gaffney
Photo by Pheobe Kuo

So, I stepped away from academia to attend CR in 2014, and since then have
been pursuing a full-time furniture making practice. The school provided a
much-needed pivot in my life – up to that point, I had been pursuing a
“career,” thinking that a graduate degree and engineering skills would get me a
job and keep me happy. What I realized in the year before attending the
school was that the act of designing and building was what actually brought
me happiness, and the monastic existence of the struggling woodworker
became my path.

Greenwood Chairs by Brendan Gaffney

A set of four of these greenwood chairs was built for a client in Texas
from an ash tree I felled in Upstate New York, with woven ash splint seats.

Initially, I worked from a small room in a house in Biddeford, Maine, where
Josselyn (now my fiancée!) and I settled the year after leaving Fort Bragg.
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Eventually I moved into my own small shop in an old textile mill, where I took
small commissions and made tools. The toolmaking helped float me through
the initial start-up phase of setting up shop. 

After two years in Maine, we relocated
to Covington, Kentucky, where I took
a job at Popular Woodworking
Magazine – a job I quit soon
thereafter, due to both my disdain for
the cubicle and the downward spiral
of the corporate publishing world.
But, our relocation turned out to be a
great move – the day after leaving
the magazine, I started working in the
shop at Lost Art Press with
Christopher Schwarz, doing design
work for his publishing company and
toolmaking for Crucible Tool while also
working on my own commissions.

Cornett Rocker by Brendan Gaffney

This bombastic rocking chair, inspired by
Chester Cornett’s elaborate chair designs, was

built with rived black oak using green
woodworking techniques.

No Glass Showcase by Brendan Gaffney

These days, I spend at least five
days a week building my own
furniture commissions and spec
pieces. Through Lost Art Press, I
met Jennie Alexander, who (along
with her longtime student Larry
Barrett) inspired me to start making
ladderback chairs. I spend my days
flip-flopping between the worlds of
chairmaker and cabinetmaker, with
Alexander on one shoulder and
Krenov on the other, a dichotomy
I’ve found to be a thrill. Every day is
a little different – but there is a
constancy of craft in my life, and
the simple and deliberate approach I
was taught to take by the school
and my father make it a joy.
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My interpretation of Krenov’s “A Playful Thing,”
build with Gonçalo Alves and curly maple

veneer.

THE KRENOV SCHOOL

GRADUATION
SHOW
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Zac Jurden at work.
Photo by John McLoone

This year’s Graduation Show was held
- for the first time - at Partners
Gallery in downtown Fort Bragg from
May 18th through May 27th. Once
again the students displayed their
new skills and burgeoning
craftsmanship with a variety
of ambitious pieces, from chairs to
cabinets to desks and tables. 



Second year students Scott Nelson and Sarah Watlington work on a dry run of Sarah’s chair.
Photo by Laura Mays

This year marks an important milestone for the program with the most women
representing it in its history— 10 of the 22 students. We are excited and
proud at the growth in interest and accessibility of the program to
this demographic and hope only to expand on it.

La Cubana, by Timber Dubin

Apothecary cabinet on a stand
Mahogany and quilted maple



TOOL SALE 
Once again the Foundation and the Krenov school will be having a Fall Tool

Sale (Date and time still in the works) 

Throughout the summer we are seeking tool donations,
you know those tools that woodworkers have but rarely, if ever

use.

By donating tools to TKF you can benefit the work of the
Foundation and at the same time pass those tools on to a fellow

woodworker.

Contact: tooldonations@thekrenovfoundation.org
Address: 711 B North Main Street, Fort Bragg, CA 9543

The Krenov Foundation Depends on Your Support!

Your donation makes it
possible for emerging
woodworkers to receive
scholarships and awards,
and helps support fine
woodworking exhibitions.

Donate

Feel free click on the donate
button for easy online giving,

or to click through to email
fundraising chair Kerry Marshall 
to discuss your contribution to

The Krenov Foundation.

The Krenov Foundation
thekrenovfoundation@mcn.org

See what's happening on our social sites:

     

Visit our website

Our mission is to continue the legacy of James Krenov, his values, approach
to woodworking, and teaching. The Krenov Foundation supports the art and
craft of fine woodworking through scholarships, exhibitions, and developing

an online  archive of Krenov's work. 
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