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"A simple idea may take us through a complex
process; it often does just that. We must be able
to do complex well, and yet arrive at, and
preserve, simplicity. Simplicity is the beginning of
many fine things.” – James Krenov, The Impractical Cabinetmakers

Greetings!

Fall is the Giving Season and we’re in fundraising mode here at The Krenov
Foundation. You likely received our recent appeal letter and I hope you’ll
consider us when planning your donations. My favorite time of year comes just
ahead of Fall, when we get to hand out checks to our scholarship recipients. I
know we make a very positive difference in these deserving students’ lives –
our awards ceremony may be simple, but it always gives me the “feels.”

Also, I’m impressed with the work David Welter has done filling The Krenov
Archives with images of JK, his work, notes, sketches and so much more. We
announced the availability of this treasure trove of images in May. The web
stats show that so far this year over 14,000 unique visitors have spent some
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time perusing the archives.

As you know, The Krenov Foundation’s mission is to continue the legacy of
James Krenov, his values, approach to woodworking, and teaching. The
Krenov Foundation supports the art and craft of fine woodworking through
scholarships, exhibitions, and developing an online archive of Krenov's work.

So, I’m especially pleased and quite proud that we’ve been able to share JK’s
significant contribution to craft with thousands of woodworkers and
woodworking enthusiasts!

You know, too, that we can only offer our scholarships, and keep the archive
going and growing, through the generosity of our donors, like you. Please
know how personally grateful I am for your support of an effort I so strongly
believe in.

In the meantime, each of us at The Krenov Foundation wishes you the very
best of the upcoming holiday season.

Ron Hock
TKF Board President

SCHOLARSHIPS
AND AWARDS

The Krenov Foundation Scholarships
 As has become our tradition at the start of the school year the Scholarship
Committee presented its Krenov Foundation Scholarships to members of the
2018-19 incoming class. A total of six scholarships totaling $20,000 were
presented.

First Year Recipients
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Steven Slusarski of Newington, CT (left), the winner of the $5000
Jack Romine Scholarship with Foundation President, Ron Hock

Matt Pool of Crescent Mills, CA (left) the winner of a $2500 Smith-
Sorenson Scholarship with long time Foundation supporter, Clay
Craig

Emily Tillotson of Greenfield MA (left), the winner of a $3500 Peter
Mich Scholarship for Women in Woodworking with School Director



and Foundation Board Member Laura Mays

Second Year Recipients

Erin Irber of Half Moon Bay, CA (right), the winner of the $3000
David Welter Scholarship with David Welter, recently retired
Woodshop Manager

Scott Nelson of San Juan Capistrano, CA (right) the winner of a
$2500 Smith-Sorenson Scholarship with long time Foundation
supporter, Clay Craig



Erin Irber of Half Moon Bay, CA (left), the winner of a $3500 Peter
Mich Scholarship for Women in Woodworking with School Director
and Foundation Board Member, Laura Mays

A Brief Note from Bob Gallagher,
Scholarship Committee Chair

As the chair of the Foundation’s Scholarship Committee for the
past several years I am delighted to report that we are making
good progress towards our goal of providing meaningful support to
students with significant financial need. In fact our awards this
year totaling $20,000 represent a new high. For this we are
justifiably proud. At the same time it is clear that there is more
work to be done, Having now had the opportunity to participate in
the process for several years my sense is that we need to attract
financial support sufficient to sustain an awards program of about
twice its current size.

Our current funding is due largely to the support of a few very
generous donors. To move to the next level we need to reach out
to the many hundreds of graduates of our nine month and summer
programs and other friends of the Krenov School.

Soon you will be receiving a letter from our Foundation President,
Ron Hock announcing the start of our Annual Giving Solicitation.
For those of you who have not been able to donate in the past I
encourage each of you to consider a donation. There is strength in
numbers and with your help we can meet the needs of all of our
worthy applicants.



Thanks in advance
for your support

Bob

FEATURED WOODWORKER:
TOM LEES

As far back as I can remember I’ve
had a certain fixation on building;
joining parts to make a whole and
bring an idea out of my head and into
my hands. With age I have also
developed a deeper connection with
the outdoors and natural materials,
wood in particular for its beauty,
variety and versatility. My first foray
into woodworking was amateur
instrument making, but after some
time I discovered that, much to my
surprise, one can in fact have too
many banjos.

Tom Lees

At this point I shifted my focus to furniture design and made a number of
pieces that are rather embarrassing to look back on. I knew I needed some
guidance and structure to my lopsided, self-administered woodworking
education, so I applied to The Krenov School.



Chair by Tom Lees

The two years spent at The Krenov School taught me innumerable lessons in
material, design and execution, as well as less tangible things like patience,
self-confidence and an appreciation of subtle beauty. I was able to take this
knowledge with me to Sweden the following year to study at Capellagården
School of Craft and Design started by Carl Malmsten, an influential tutor of
James Krenov. My time in Sweden broadened and reinforced the foundation
that was built at The Krenov School, and by the school year’s end I had
acquired my Journeyman’s Certification. 

Table by Tom Lees



My inspiration comes from many places both within the world of woodworking
and out; from architecture, to old-growth Douglas firs, to the many talented
craftspeople of the woodworking community. I greatly enjoy working with
handtools and solid wood construction but try to keep an open mind to all all
construction approaches while designing and building. I am currently
woodworking in Northern California with hopes to have my own business
operating in the near future. I also intend to continue traveling and studying
other cultures’ traditional and contemporary approaches to woodwork.

Wall Cabinet by Tom Lees

I find handcraft to be inspiring, soulful, honest and something that is worth
preserving in an ever more industrialized and automated culture. Thoughtfully
made objects that enrich lives and help others to appreciate natural materials
are a wooden clog in the gears of our consumer, disposable-product society.
But all of this righteousness is self-serving in the end, because I just really
love woodworking.

Some of my work can be viewed on Instagram @tomleescraft and any
questions, comments, or commissions can be sent to tomleescraft@gmail.com

TOOL SALE
at The Krenov School

Saturday, November 10
(or Saturday November 17 if it rains on the 10th)

10am to 3pm

Outside the Krenov School
440 Alger St, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 

Woodworking machines, equipment, and hand tools... 
All donated to benefit the Krenov School

and Krenov Foundation’s Scholarship program.



The Krenov Foundation Depends on Your Support!

Your donation makes it
possible for emerging
woodworkers to receive
scholarships and awards,
and helps support fine
woodworking exhibitions.

Donate

Feel free click on the donate
button for easy online giving,

or to click through to email
fundraising chair Kerry Marshall 
to discuss your contribution to

The Krenov Foundation.

The Krenov Foundation
thekrenovfoundation@mcn.org

See what's happening on our social sites:

     

Visit our website

Our mission is to continue the legacy of James Krenov, his values, approach
to woodworking, and teaching. The Krenov Foundation supports the art and
craft of fine woodworking through scholarships, exhibitions, and developing

an online  archive of Krenov's work. 
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